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Scientists are often hlankctrd 

with lhe indictment of indilfcr- 
ence to the human conscqucnces 
ol lheil experimental disco\ er- 
ICS. Some have, to be sure. such 
a trightening glimpse 01 the III- 
IIW that they escape with relief 
lo the refuge of their lab~ator- 
WS. Most. simply do nclt know 
hllw to conlmunicalr n~lh non- 
cpccielisls about mallcrs ol III- 
tlmate importance 

The Soviet physicist, .\ndrci 
l)rmitrievich Sakharov, is a s<,i- 
elitist who has tlarcd tn speak 
nut. His manifesto. translated 
tl.orn the Russian and puhlishcd 
iii all ils 10.000 words hg the 
New York Times on July 2’. 
would have been a courageous 
dlbsrnt even within lhe ihrral 
tl,adition of western rountrirs. 

Fnr it dares to rritcratc what 
artirulatc scieutists thrnuchnut 
the world have tried to sap for 
33 years: man’s lcchnicsl pnw- 
er lo befoul the earth had made 
ohsolek the traditional form nf 
human organization into rival, 
sovereign nations. We adhere 
tn nationalism and NT trap- 
pings at the peril of the SW- 
ries. To find new forms is lhe 
rakgprlcal Imperative 01 the 
intellectual’s consrieoce. Rut 
WI 40 not know bow to achieve 
them, and the man aho insisls 
OR ramfading us of the crucial 
unreachable is indirkd for 
meddliog, for caring too much. 
Sakharov’s appeal is all the 

rntit remarkable as an open 
shout of defiance of the Corn-- 
munist Party bureaucracy at a 
critical l ime in the evolution of 
European Socialism. The ~nler- 
nal conflict between a cloclri- 
naire Communist Party and a 
pragmatic Soviet Government is 
mlrored in the trial and impri- 
sonment of writers iike Daniel 
and Galanskov and in the diver- 
gent tones of Brezhnev’s and 
Kosygin’a recent speeches. Ex- 
ternally, the Soviet reaction to 
the resurgence of liberalism in 
Czechoslovakia remains, at this 
writing, an urlresolved crisis. 

Sakharov poses two undeniable 
theses. “The division of mankind 
threatens it with destruction;” 
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and “i~~lellrrl~~sl freedom is cs- 
srnt ial to human society-free- 
dam to oh&in and distribute in- 
lormatioti. Irccdom for oprn- 
minded and unfearing deb;lIq 
and freedom from perssure by 
otlicialrlom and prejudices.” 

These theses arc inevitab1.v in- 
frrtwmcd. Minds are closed hy 
I(sar: fear keeps the nations 
aparl. 

II is important tn the I’Sbli 
arid tn Arncrica. as \vrll prr- 
haps to Sakharov h&sell. thal 
M’P read his message and cx- 
prcxs our appreciation of IIw 
haw theses. The USSR should 
learn that we are capable 01 un- 
derstanding the needs of a pro- 
pie tvho are emerging from thn 
sutfcrings of a ha1fcentur.v of 
rc\,olutjon, Stalinism and Hiller- 
ism 

1’11~ rapacity of a rnc.irty ln 
tnlrrate liberal disatat helps tn 
yrrdlrt its ronlormance to ilp 
cnnlrarted obltgationa and ifs 
dediCatlon to humatitarian as 
npainst geopnlilical sbjectivrs. 
Srcdlcsn to say, WC must ap- 
ply the same measures tn nur 
own shortcomings and those nf 
our allies, 

\C‘e must still unrakcl a htj4. 
of complicated issues. Our MI- 
mcdlate affirmation of a plea Ior 
intcllectu21 freedom IS not an in- 
truhive attack on the Soblet prc- 
hence JII l:ast.ern Europe. but a 
roncr:n for how brutally such 
po\\cr may be used. The contin- 
ued halkanization ‘or should wm 
sag “africanization”l of Europa 
into mdcpendent rndilxy and 
p~l~l ical forccs,remains the worst 
peril to its political stability. Es- 
at4ly Ilie same principles ~uat~lp 
our support of NATO while \VB 
44 orb for new concepts of Eutw- 
prnn and then world go\‘ct’n- 
mvnl, 

The 1.. S. military prr>enl’n 
in Urnpr is now less imporlant 
as a hostage-deterrenl ag;rlnst 
rommunlst expansion than to 1111 
a vacuum that would otherwiscr 
attract aa independent German 
force inevitably. susceptible to 
the most dangerous nationalistic 
pressures. 

In this year of paradox, thn 
Kremlin’s main anxieties about 
its wrslern frontiers may come 
Irom the threat of unilateral 
American disengagement. 


